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Abstract

With the establishment of the Act on Support for Persons with Developmental Disabilities, the early detection of and support for children
with developmental disabilities and the provision of special education for children with additional needs became viewed as the primary
responsibility of the national and local public organizations, and various related approaches have been implemented. At infants’ health
checkups conducted by local authorities, the early detection of developmental disabilities has been promoted in cooperation with specialized
institutions. There has been a marked increase in the number of people using support services specified by the Child Welfare Act, among
which more than 20% of users were children with developmental disabilities. With regard to child day care service, which is an important
component of early childhood care, more than 60% of childcare facilities have accepted children with developmental disabilities, suggesting
that the increasing need and importance of early detection and support for such children have been recognized by the facilities.

Mothers of children with developmental disabilities, who are the key persons to examine the support for such children, were reported to
experience stress due to day-to-day care of their children along with a marked feeling of inferiority and depression, compared with mothers
with children of the same age. However, childcare support from their grandparents has reduced their stress in some cases, showing the

importance of cooperation from their family, such as grandparents, to support children with developmental disabilities.
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